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IiV  tiTnca  bcTx-nd  fhp.  reach  of  hiftory,  the  meJieinal 
application  of  fubftances  could  have  arifetv  from  no 
other  fource  than  accident.  Among  articles  of  the  ma- 
terif*  medica  of  known  origin,  we  are  indebted  to  acci- 
dent for  fome  of  the  moft  precious. 

Accident  is  every  day  prefenting  to  different;  individuals 
the  fpeftacle  of  phaenomena,  arifing  from  uncommon 
quantities  of  drugs  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other^ 
from  uncommon  conditions  of  the  fyftem,  where  ordinary 
powers  only  have  been  knowingly  or  recently  applied. 
What  is  faid  of  drugs  may  be  extended  ta  natural  agents 
and  mental  affedlious. 

From  converfation  with  a  variety  both  of  medkal  prac- 
titioners and  unprofeflional  obfervers,  the  author  of  this 
propofal  is  perfuaded  that  fuch  authentic  oecurrencesr 
only,  as  have  prefented  themfelves  taperfons  now  living 
would,  if  they  couid  be  brought  together,  compofe  a  body 
of  fa6t,  fo  inftrufitive  to  the  philofopher,  and  ufeful  to  the 
phyfician,  that  he  defpairs  of  finding  a  term  worthy  to 
charafterize  it. 

In  fome  cafes,  the  influence  of  iirrrufpe6ted  powers  would 
be  detefted.  In  others,  refources  available  to  the  purpofe 
of  reftoring  health  fn  defperate  fituations  would  be 
diredly  prefented,  or  could  be  deteftcd  by  a  fhort  and  eafy 
procefs  of  reafoning.  Some  anomalous  obrervations>  bjf 
flawing  the  abfence  or  agency  of  eontefted  caufe9>  would 
perform  the-  office  of  epsferijnenta  crw/j— Haufual  a^dftODS 
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occur  of  which  an  cxaft  account  would  be  among  the  mean* 
of  removing  from  phyfic  its  opprobrious  uncertainty:  an  un- 
certainty frequently  depending  upon  our  inability  to  diftin- 
guifli  the  fubtler  differences  in  cafes  which  refemble  each 
other  in  their  grolfer  features. 

No  linking  fadt  can  be  accurately  ftated,  in  conjuntftion 
•with  its  antecedent  and  concomitant  circumftances,  without 
improving  our  acquaintance  with  human  nature.  Our 
acquifitions  in  this  mofl  important  branch  of  knowledge, 
may  be  compared  to  a  number  of  broken  feries,  of  which 
we  have  not  always  more  than  one  or  two  members.  But 
every  new  acceffion  bids  fair  to  fill  up  fome  deficiency ; 
and  a  large  fupply  would  contribute  towards  conne6ting 
feries  apparently  independent,  and  working  up  the  whole 
into  one  grand  all-comprehending  chain. 

There  are  complaints,  and  thofe  by  far  too  frequent, 
where  no  known  procefshas  a  claim  to  the  title  of  remedial. 
Here  the  whole  chance  of  prcfervation  depends  on  tt>«  pfcj- 
lician's  capability  of  bringing  together  faQs  that  have 
heretofore  flood  remote.  But  no  power  of  combination 
can  avail  where  there  are  no  ideas  to  combine. 

Every  new  obfervation  therefore,  may  be  confidered  as  a 
llandard  trunk,  fending  forth  analogies  as  fo  many  branches 
crowned  with  bloffoms,  fome  of  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
fucceeded  by  falutary  fruits.  And  were  it  not  abfurd  to 
extend  the  illuftration  of  fo  plain  a  point,  it  might  be  added, 
that  when  by  the  continual  interpofition  of  new  trunks, 
the  branches  are  brought  near  together,  the  produce  of  each 
will  be  ennobled  by  the  action  of  their  refpeftive  principles 
of  fecundation. 

Whenever  the  author  has  been  able  to  obtain  certain 
information  concerning  any  unufual  appearance  in  animal 
nature,  it  has  been  his  cuftom  to  preferve  it ;  and  among 
his  papers  he  has  memorandums  which  prove  that  to 
olir  prefent  circumfcribed  ideas  concerning  the  dofe 
of  medicines  may  be  fometimes  imputed  failures  in 
pradlice ;  that  certain .  figns  are  not  to  be  taken  in  the 
received  fignification  ;  and  that  many  meafures  are  adopted 
or  omitted  to  the  detriment  of  invalids,  becaufe  it  is  alfumed 
that  circumftances  are  neceffarily  connected  which  may 
exift  feparately,  or  that  one  given  natural  operation  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  another,  to  which  it  may  really  be  fynchronous 
or  next  in  order. 
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Affiduous  obfervation  of  the  daily  ftates  of  the  hu- 
man niicrocofm  will  be  the  unfailing  confequence  of  atten- 
tion to  its  ftriking  phaenomena.  Such  is  the  progrefs  of 
curiofity.  Such  the  origin  of  all  the  fciences.  The  more 
uniformly  clear  the  fky  under  which  they  tended  their 
flocks,  the  lefs  likely  were  the  fliepherds  of  Chaldaea,  to 
found'the  fcience  of  the  ftars.  And  however  the  difpofition 
to  ftudy  aftronomy  might  have  been  ftrengthened  by  the 
coincidence  between  the  heliacal  rifing  of  Sinus  and  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile,  it  muft,  I  conceive,  have  been 
awakened  by  the  afpeft  of  comets  and  cclipfes. 

Whatever  minute  and  authentic  information  this  im- 
perfc6t  ftatement  may  produce,  as  foon  as  it  lhall  amount 
to  a  certain  mafs,  the  author  will  prefent  it  to  the  public 
arranged.  He  flatters  himfelf  that  no  correfpondent  will  eke 
out  by  fuppofition  the  defe6t  of  genuine  obfervation,  without 
clearly  diflinguifliing  the  one  from  the  other.  He  ftill  more 
/'nnfirlently  hopes  that  none  will  be  inftigatedby  thisadver- 
tifement  to  exercile  his  invention  in  the  manner  of  Pfal- 
manafar  and  Chatterton.  Whether  any  literary  forgery 
can  be  innocent  is  queftioned — but  a  forged  medical  report 
is  a  drawn  dagger  which  the  arm  of  a  credulous  pbyfician 
may  any  day  plunge  into  the  heart  of  his  defence- 
lefs  patient.  The  author  has  heard  fome  inconfiderate 
wits  avow,  that  they  have  tranfmitted  to  the  venders  of 
quack  medicines  imaginary  cures,  attefted  by  fiftitious 
fignatures ;  and  it  is  not  without  apprehenfion  from  the 
propenfity  of  men  to  difplay  ingenuity  and  to  relate 
wonders  that  he  announces  the  prefent  defign.  But 
he  fhall  be  on  his  guard,  and  hopes  to  bafile  attempts  at 
impofition. 

THOMAS  BEDDOES. 


Rodney-Place,  Clifton,  June  1800. 
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